CATHOLIC PEACE ACTION

No. 20 7 Putney Bridge Road
London SW18 11X

Dear I‘riend,

We hope this letter finds you well and enjoying the warm summer Suf.

August 6-9

We just completed the peace vigil at the Ministry of Defence over this period. Not all
the time was covered due to lack of help and some people were there alone. But

what time was covered was worth it. The presence of people of 'peace through peace'

at a place where people believe inpeace through war is worth every minute. It is

a sign to the workers, the public and the Church that at least a few people are facing

a different direction.

Pope Paul VI described the bombing of Hiroshima as a "butchery of untold magnitude’.
Fven though this year August 6-9 encompassed a Sunday how many sermons dealt with
peace or of that butchery which occurred 43 years ago and is being planned today with
greater sophistication and consequence?

Two comments from MoD staff during our vigil reveal the range of opinion there.
One said, 'What happened at Hiroshima and Nagasaki were the best things we did.'
Another said, 'Please realise that there are many of us inside who agree with.UymV

During one slack period of the vigil MoD security painted a red line infront

of the main entrance. Now we know where the MoD property line is. What they plan
Lo do with this new border we don't know but in future actions 'crossing the line
for peace' may be more than just a metaphor.

This bit of hyper-security nervousness was in sharp contrast to what happened after

the Mass on the 9th (during which we dffregarded the red line). Freda asked a security
man if we could leave our flowers there underneath the MoD pilmque. He said yes

but did not think they would last long there due to the wind or passersby. So he
offered, if we didn't mind, to take and place them in the MoD chapel ! So this year
flowers,next year who knows. Thanks to all who participated in the vigil and especially
to Fr. David Standley who celebratedMass and Nannette Ffrench founder of the Manna
Centre, a place where homeless men get a meal and a warm welcome, for preaching the
homily.

Dialogue help

If you were unable to make it to the vigil we need help with the twice-monthly leaflet
we give to the workers at the MoD. There were over 600 people who participated

in some way at the last Ash Wednesday action, and yet somelimes for the leafleting

Ray has been there alone. Clive and Teresa have taken responsibility one day of

Lhe month and they could use some help also. Could you or your group spend just

one hour a month (or just once with no regular commitment) to hand out leaflets or
hold a sign? Or perhaps you can design a poster with the words: 'You do have a
choice', or 'Prepare for peace not war'. To offer assistance write to us or ring

Ray on 01) 627-1618.

1 October Christian Resistance Gathering

In advance of this meeting which will be held at Heythrop College (DLans Mews, Cavendish
Square, London, 10:30-5) we enclose a draft paper regarding the Ash Wednesday

witness. The paper was initially drafted by us and has beenapproved by representatives
of the Fellowship of Reconciliation and Pax Christi. Christian CND are still discussing
it, The meeting will deal with the paper and other aspects of the Ash Wednesday

witness as well as discussing the needs of and direction for Christian civil diso-
bedients. Any Christian interested in this form of witness is most welcome and



encouraged to attend.

Ash Wednesday 8 February 1989

If you would like to participate in this event through civil disobedience and would like
to be part of our affinity group please contact us.

New Video

Still to the subject of Ash Wednesday, wears happy to report that I'r. David's nephew,
Trevor Hearing, recorded the last action. The 10 minute film begins at the MoD

and includes the marking of the building and arrests. It effectively uses voice-
overs, stills and music to get the message across. Along with the 1987 video this
one gives the Christian peace group plenty of material for educating and building
support for Christian civil disobedience/Divine obedience. Available from David
Standley, 21 Heathfield Road, Bexleyheath, Kent DAG6 8NP, With your request to borrow
it please include a contribution for postage.

Qutreach
We invite you to two ongoing meetings and a weekend retreat.

The first meeting will occur on the fird Friday of the Month at the Undercroft, St.
George's Cathedral, Lambeth Road, SEl at 6:30pm, The agenda will be decided by

those who attend. The second meeting will be on 6 September, 8-10pm, We will
discuss material from Daniel and Philip Berrigan and Elizabeth McAlister. Dates

of subsequent meetings will be decided by those who attend this one. Please notify

us if you would like to attend. We are still looking for a cheap London venue for

our retreat on 21-23 October. If you would like to attend let us know and we can send
you the details,

Some of us participated in the very successful Summer School led by Daniel Berrigan, S.J.,
last month. One of the many things he said concerned the 0ld Testament prophets who were
much more concerned with justice before God than legality before the State. Often

one can not be both just and legal. A choice has to me made. To be just before

God at times, requires to be found illegal and criminalisee|before the State (often

in collusion with the 'religious' powers). :

Thomas Merton observed that the nuclear end
of the world would be legal. Therefore,
our State role is is simply to be good citi-
zens of this world to end the world.

We try, of course, to be good citizens first
of the Kingdom and we thank you for sup-
porting us in our 'lives of crime-justice'.
We hope we have been of help to you in your
work for justice and if we can do anything
else to assist you (perhaps to prepare :
for civil disobedience/Divine obedience) R g Qmi
please let us know.

ML
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May your summer days be full of peace and ,:Nyﬂ&
joy.
\",_

May God bless you,
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Ray Towey C/ ’ \\ MH

Pat Gaffney :

Sarah Hipperson

Carmel, Dan, Daniel, Sean and Clare Martin
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Statement in Court

Carmel Martin was arrested on Ash Wednesday this year. She appeared 1in court on 4
March and was found guilty of 'marking the walls without the occupants permission'
and ordered Lo pay L£18.45 costs and compensation. During the trial she said the
following:

In summing up her defense (before conviction):

"I am not denying that I marked the building but I am denying that I'm guilty of

a crime, My action was nol only morally but legally justified and done to prevent
a greater crime being committed. It would appear that such criteria is accepted
by the Crown as evidenced by last week's shooting of three unarmed members of the
LRA. The SAS, we are told, killed these three people in order to prevenlL a crime.
This was done in our names, in yours and mine.

'T have three points in law that T would like to mention briefly. 1. There is a

threat to life and prperty because of the work going on inside the MoD. I believe

this threat is so great that my action on 17 February was more than reasonable in

the circumstances. The nature of this threat to life and property is: a. as a nation

we are committed to the first use of nuclear weapons; b. we are engaged in a tremendous
increase in our nuclear arsenals through the Trident programme; c. Last week the cruise
convoy was out on Salisbury plain equiped with nuclear missiles poised to vaporise innocent
children, women and men. We do not know if this is a an excercise or the real thing,

the crew on the convoy do not know, you or I do not know. While this military ex-
penditure grows the poor continue to starve.

'2. The threat is imminent. At any given moment we're only 20 minutes away from complete
destruction. The only time to act is now. And T wish [ did not have to be here.

'3. For these reasons I believe I acted as a servant of the community, to both the

Church and society at large. This sort of action is required Lo give warning and
to expose what is going on in this building not just with words and leallets but

with my life and liberty.

'l stand in court innocent of a crime while the greatest crime on earth is being
prepared legally in that building. This court can raise a question about the legiti-
macy of the work going on in the Ministry of Defence by finding me not guilty.'

After being found guilty and before sentencing:

'"My action was not an act of vandalism. It was an announcement of the Gospel and
extension of the sacraments. I have done nothing wrong. In confronting the MoD

[ choo® to obey the God of life rather than a summons to death. This action was

a demand that resources be used in support of and to enhance life and not for its
destruction. L believe we cannot have both our nuclear weapons and the children.
We have made a decision here in court today and we have clearly not chosen in favour
of the children.'

After being ordered to pay prosecution costs and compensation to the MoD:

"L came to the Ministry of Defence on Ash Wednesday as an act of faith and conscience
and that same conscience tells me that | cannot pay a fine or contribute to costs

or compensation, I believe that the mark should remain on that building for as

long aswe remain a nuclear weapons State.'




Letters Page
Dear Dan,

The discussion at the Pax Christi meeting last Saturday about Ash Wednesday reminded
me that Carol Burns and 1 were goimg to write to you after last year's event. We
did feel that it was important Lo evaluate what happened.

Although it is some months later Carol and T feel we would like to make some comments
which we hope you will find helpful. I"irstly over all I thouglt it was a powerful
and moving experience, especially the service, and it certainly got alot of publicity.
The papers that said it was a military operation were wrong really because alot of
people broke ranks! This is where the trouble lay. L don't want to mention names
but we were distressed that some people joined our group that morning to do action
having never been to a meeting. Someone else did a unilateral action which had

not been planned. Two people who failed to get arrested by 4:30 went back

at 7pm, which I felt was putting their own need to be arrested above the spirit of
the event. When I complained or disagreed I was told that it was up to individuals
to use their own conscience and do what they felt best--which up to a point T agree
with. To be fair, Carol did say you told her that participants in the action must
make their own decisions on how and when. Which is fine but opens the action up to
misinterpretation,

There were many people who did not plan to act but on the day were moved so much

Lthey really felt they wanted to mark the building; but they acted with restraint
putting their own needs aside, knowing they had not planned for it. To me this

is as is should be--in which case I feel they acted more in the spirit of nonviolence
than those who did the action spontaneously and were subsequently charged.

So to constructive suggestions. Personally I think next year's event should be

a service followed by a witness at the MoD without civil disobedience. It could
be encircling the MoD and then praying, etc; or in small groups avound the MoD hold
a witness/service at the same time; or an all day fast and silent prayer.

I think it is inevitable that the more people there are the more difficult it is

to manage--not impossible though! ....But I definitely (Carol ako) feel a break from
nonvilent direct action is needed. maybe Dan Berrigan will be a help with working
out where we go from now and how.

I do hope this makes sense, Dan. I for one shall definitely be supporting the event
whatever form it takes., It is so important we don't let the issue die.

love and peace,

Margaret Scally
(June)

10 August
Dear Dan,

Many thanks for the CPA material. The Summer School was quite an experience.
I-have already written it up for publication in our Justice and Peace newsletter.

I am trying to psyche myself up to doing something more. Lverytime [ go on demos

L go through the usual argu_ments with myself-—you must have gone through them many
times. There are so many reasons why I should not get arrested, but none of them
is very convincing. I have far fewer than you because all my children are grown

up and even my mortgage is virtually paid up; my wife has her own income, etc.,etc.,
etc., ad nauseam. | must try and join your retreat on 21 October--a week after the
Upper llerford demo.

Ken Crotty



Proposals for Christian civil disobedience/Divine obedience

Ash Wednesday February 8, 1986

[ntroduction

Ouring the Ash Vednesday witnesses of 1587 and 1988 at the Ministry of Defence
in Whitehall, 45 and 66 people, respectively, were arrested, mostly for marking
the building with ash and charcoal, and hundreds were involved in the liturgy
and vigils. In Liverpool similar but smaller events took place with no
arrests,

After evaluating these actions, especially those in Whitehall, the sponsaoring
organizations offer this reflection to the Christian peace movement. ke do
not attempt here to say all that could be said about the Ash Yednesday
witness-—the preparation, the day itself and the consequences. In this paper
our task is to help improve the understanding amongst the sponsoring
organizations and participants regarding certain key aspects of the witness and
offer proposals to improve the 1989 wittness. Of course, more could be said,
and some participants would phrase things differently with differing emphasis,
but we hope this paper beccmes an agreed upon minimum, common dencminator
position for all who will participate in the 1989 Ash Wednesday witness.

Foundational points

Crucial to the proposals are the following three points.

1. By attempting to mark, and often actually marking, the MoD with blessed
charcoal we focus on the illegality and immorality of nuclear war
preparations.  On Ash lednesday we confront (i.e. to place in front of) in a
clear manner, this crime with nonviolence and resistance and our lives.

2. Ve believe, however, that the means are as important as the ends; that is,
the way in which we attempt to mark the building is as impertant as marking it.
[f the attempt is made in the spirit and manner of lovs and ronviolence then
the right witness is made whether or nct we reach the Building. But if the
Building is marked by means which are not nonviolent, nor convey the spirit of
nonviolence, liturgical dignity and prayerfulness, then the mark would not
convey our message. Our actions would be, in a minor way, more of a
reflection of what is going on within the Building than an authentic call to
social repentance and conversion.

3. Through the Ash MWednesday witness we try to encourage the formation of
Christian affinity groups whose ongoing work will be dialogue and resistance
at places of nuclear war preparations.

Proposals

To improve the 1989 witness we offer below:

1. a code of behavicur as minimum guidelines to encourage and safeguard
nonviolent means;

2. a more disciplined training and discussion procedure for people risking
arrest;

3. a post-Ash llednesday evaluation procedure; and

4. suggestions for improving the vigil and relating to supporters.

Code of behaviour for people risking arrest

In this section we specifically deal with the actions of people who are willing
to risk arrest. For the ease of mind of the participants themselves and in
order to convey to the public a strong, clear message, an understanding among
the participents about how they will act during the witness is crucial. le
hope all those risking arrest can agree to:

1. not run

2. not engage in any other senario

3. not mark any other building or wall

4, not push, struggle with or pull away from the police

5. Own or take responsibility for your mark. That is, do not mark the

building and leave but stay until arrested or escorted away or clearly
ignored by the police.

6. not make any attempt to distract or deceive the police in order, for
example, to reach the wall of the !MoD.

The corresponding paragraphs below offer a brief explanation for each of the
guidelines.

1. The reason for asking people not to run is in order:

a. to reduce the possibility of the police getting nervous, fearful, and
violent;

b. to convey an atmosphere of calmness;

€. to convey the fact that our argument is not solely with the police person
guarding the Building but with the powers and principalities which the building
represents,  Our confrontation is with those powers and it does not matter if
we are stopped by the pclice. What matters is the quality of the symbolic
nonviolent confrontation between ourselves and those powers.

d. to avoid the action becoming an act of power over and against the police
who are also victims of nuclear war preparations. Our power is of a different
sort and so we should not feel the need to use prowess at the expense of the
police, to show that we are better runners than they.

m.Hrmﬂmmmo:mowmmrﬁnmnmovdm:Oﬂﬂom:om@m¢: m:<0n3m1mm3m1*o.oxmnwom
civil disobedience:

The Ash ledresday witness at the MoD highlights the link between personal and
corporate sin and repentance. Our foreheads and our MoD are marked with the
sarie ash and charcoal and receive the same call to conversion and repentance.
To attempt to, or actually, break the law at the MoD on Ash Wednesday in any
other way would not convey, in our opinion, the same message with as much
clarity. For example to block the entrance, mark the police officers,
barriers, or pavement would diminish the the symbolic confrontation with the
work of the MoD and place the focus elsewhere (e.g. the workers, the police,
the general public).

3. The reason we ask that no other building or wall is marked:

The ashes and charcoal are specially and specifically blessed for use at the
MoD.  To use them anywhere else (e.g. the Foreign and Commonwealth Office, 10
Downing street, the police cells, etc,) would be to expand the action and say
something more about something else. Now, of course, in terms of the need for
Justice and peace much more needs to be said but unless and until we all agree
to say it, the crime of nuclear war preparations should not be relegated to



(T +§72Y) 8861 Aoy

IS 1Y) X9y
Uo11RT11ToU0dy jo drysmoy|ay

ND URIISTIYN)
Uot11dy 82P9 ] Id1 oyl

"peOoJ 3Yyj U0 Y| em 03 PIDJ0J 10U

240 suelalsapad pue payd0|q j0u aJde sjuswaAed 3PY} OS SPJeAR]S pa3du By "3dadsdd
[eN3NW pue 3dU3|OLAUOU JO 3Lutds 3y3 ul anbo|elp 03 BULSIP 4NO SILUIP INOYS

o] *saaning *saAL| ‘suoijeindaa uno yilim Dbuilyel Bue BM SySLU B QRUIPLSUOD

9y3 sastwoudwod ‘*@jerudouddeul aue Aayj ju Apetdadsa ‘*pue A3Laepl|os

4no sautwJsapun sabessaw 4ayjo ssaudxa o) *juaws3rls paaulbe uno utL st

anbojetp uno Aep ayy Jo4 “*3bessauw uno AsAuod j0u saop bLuidde|d os [eob pasods
e 3L 3dL|0od 3yl 4sA0 _xgogu_>. Joutw ®© Burysas jou oaue 3 :uorjeue|dxd
*pabeunoasip

st buidde|2 pue buijnoys 3ey3z Aem e yons uL |LbLAa Byj3 asiuebuo 03 pasu ap

TIOIA 3HL

"Vd) ‘LISLAY) xPd o4 “Qr)) 9°L ‘03 saje|ad

dnouab A3jtul)je ay3 uoljesiuebuo udbuae| 3yj3 03 2u4npadoudd ydeq jsodaua y °g pue
fuotjen{eAa 4oy sijutod dnoub sy3 jo uaquwaw ydea yitm Duisied

uosdad 32e3u0d dnoub zpwc_mmm 3y3j uo Juapuddap ssadoud uoLjeN|PAd Uy "7 JO
‘sauLaptnb pauoljuaw aaoqge

3yl jo 323fqns 3yl uo aq 03 pP3au p|NOmM uoLlIeN|PA3 3yl jo 3d3dse auQ *SS3UILM
3yl 83PN RA3 pu® 3dU3LJ43adX3 BY3 UO 3I3[J34 03 JUIAD DY] UR}Je BDUO 3SPI|

Je 328w || LM ssaujilm AepsaupaM ysy 2yl ul jued buiyel sdnoub Ajrulyje ||y °L

NOILVNTVA3

*dA0Qe 934Yy3l pue omj‘*duo sjutrod
YaLm paL|dwod J0u dARY Oym 3Saude Bulysia woay 9| doad dbeuanodsip yonw Au3A
om bulureua3 4oy psau Byl pue sauL|dpLnb 3SIYJ] JO SSDUSNOLUDS 3yl K3AUOD O] °G
*Abuan3L| Aepsaupap ysy syl butunp 3noqe pakeu
pue 2pew 2q 03 WYl 4O 3tJuids ayjz 3ses| e 40 saul|apinb dyy jo uoLjudw JwWOS
"SS3UILM
Aepsaupap ysy 2yl JO uol3ednp ayj Joj wdyl AQ IpLge [|[lm pue JnoLARY3q JO

sauL|a2pinb pasodouad ayj peas sey Auojeubls ay3 eyl Lutjels uoLjese|d3p e °q

‘uosJad 3oe3u0d dnoub 40/pue dnoub AjLuljje ayy jo aweu ayy °e
ISW33L [PUOLILPPP
oMl yitm 3ng sdaeak oMl snoLAsuad 3yl utl S JUIJU] JO JudwWl33PI§, e ubLs
03 payse 8Q || LM £86L AepSaupapm Ysy UO 3saJdde YSsia 03 bur||tm a|doad ||y ¢
*Aep ayj 3noqge juaAd Duljatug e pualje
LLtm Aepsaupapy ysy uo 3Jued buryey sdnoub Ajruljje [|e JO s2AL3Piuasaudady °2
*Aeq 3yl inoge
uotssnastp pue butuledy 4oy dnouh Ajtuljje JLayl yitm sbuiiyssw om3 jo wnututw
® puslle |[LlM GRGL APPS3UP3M USY UO 3SdUJe 3SLa 03 BuL||tm 3doad ||y "|
*buLuLruy
}J0 ssadoud Buimo||oj ay3 asodoud suorjestuebuo unoj 3yl (RHL ARPSOUPI YsSy 40}
saul(aptnb 9say3l 03 jJuawlLwwod 3yj3 uayjzbusaujys o3 ‘*suojausy] *3s344e DuLYSLJ
3|doad ay3 ||e AQ paAJ43sSqO || B 30U 3u3m A3yl A|33euUnjuojuf *(suotrjestuebuo

Jnoj (e Aq 03 pasJsbe pue) sAepsaupaM ysy OM3 3SB| Byl JOJ palels A{atotdun
40 A[3121|dx3 Jaylla aJ9m Ad3y| *M3U 30U 3J4® JNOLARYA(Q JO saul|apLnb asay)

ONINIVAL

*wayl 3A0| 03 SNS3P AQ PIPURIMIOD BJR 3M SILIBUA SJIIYJOM PuUP 3d1|0d BN} JAPLSUOD
,SISLALIDP  BWOS JL UIAD puP !SILWAUD OU dJe asayy ‘uood | (e dJB IM quiog

9yl jJ0 mopeys 3yl uj "anbo(eLp JOJ [FLIUDSSD 3SNJY 2yl sAou7sAp uoLidadaq
*9d1(0d 3yl pue SJ4IYJOM dYl JO butiapea| ayz Aq aeak ayl noybnouayy HAdLydP

031 A43 am A3JLJPPL{OS URIINY pUR UOLILDILUNUANOD 3SAUOY JO SIJ04J3 dyj dutwuapun
pLNOM [|®M 341 ydP3aa 03 sanbluydal aaLidedap 4o butidedysip asn o] *(aai|od
3yl "@l) 91PIG Byl JO $3ALIPIUASIUCIL BYI puR SJILUJRq BYJ BJP UOLIPIUOJJUOD
40 sjutod ay3 puy °)(@sit Dbulp|lng 8y3 30U UOL3IPIUOJJUOD 3Y3] si jutod ayj

:2o1od
3yl 2AL323p JO 30°43SLp 03 3dw33Ie UIAI J0u 03 2|doad 3sP BM UOSPAL BY] °Q

*MOU SuOL3dP Jno UL 40y adoy am

3Jn1n} 2yj 3IN0 SAL| 03 3Aey am—-2q 1YybLw 3IRYm 4O UOLSLA 3ALIPUJDI [P UR SJUD L0
$SAUJLM UPLYSLJAY)  °SLYy3l uo 3dedul punojouad B 3APY ISOOYD 3M SUPIW Iy puP
UOLDJA90D 2A0Qe UOLSJEAUOD Sade|d yoLym 3d2ud|oLAuou jo Aydosojtyd e o3 sjuiod
Syl LY *sn 3saJde 40 SN yjlm 33°43d00d 03 3JLOYD Y3 paLI 4o pue abua|eyd
3yl jo aueme apew aq 1snw A3yy os ‘*(|auvosuad (ebh3| pue A3tanoas *0H°9)

21015 941 O saAljeluasaadas ay3 ul parjruossad st Ibuagryd dy] “suoiiruedaud
Jem 1e3|onU $129304d yotym walsAs |63 3yl yitm 33euadood Jo sn yjLm 9IPI2d00D
J43y3ta 01 :abue| 3e A32120S J3JJO OM 32L0Yd dYj pue 3315 Y3 03 Abua||Pyd

3Yyj SL 90U3LpPaQOSLp [LALD jo 3duedLtubls ayy *sasuanbasuod [eba| a1

pLoAe 03 Aem siy/J3y 4o 3no ob Jou pue SUOLIDR JBY/SLY JO4 Atptqisuodsas axrl
[Llm 493SLS3J 3| qLsuodsas 3yl “9J0}3J3Y3 pue JUAWPHIRSLP 404 AjLpLqrsuvodsau
Buiye] SL J23SLS3J |[BAPLALPUL 3Y] °J3ISLS3J [enplAalpul 3y3 ybnouyl

San|PA 40 @d10yd ® A33120S SJ43440 A[J4RI|D 3SOW MP| 3Y3 JO UOLIT(OLA uado pue
23jedaqL|3p e OF *aoued141ubLS s3L 40 3d4ed SL JUIA3 3yl 40 duanjeu dL|qnd ay]

10370 ‘jJew J13y3j umo 03 3|doad Dutyse J0} UOSeIL [Y] °G

*A3LubLp

{eot6unyL| pue suosaad 404y 323dsd4 JUR[OLAUOU 4O abrssaw Ayl saystutuLp

os op o] °*uosudad a3yjoue jo K314b33jul eoisAyd 8yl a8yl 93IP|OLA JnoLAPyRQ JO
ApN3l13Ie J4NO J4AYIL3 UL 30U p|noys 3 *aq Aew A3yj papinbSLw J4aA3moy ‘*3stdy)
UL SJA]SLS pup saayjouq se adt|od ayl burjessy ueyl quejugodwt 3gouw st builp|ing
ayy buiydew ano eyl Aes 03 2q pLnom 3] *gopl @Yyl wod) SNJ0) AY3I I4lys 03 aq
pLnom sJad1jjo0 33t od YItm 3|SSN] P 3@ JULY UIAS O] *suotLjraedauad aem aea|dnu
U0J4ju0d am se 3dt|od 3yl yitm anboeLp 03 3dwailie a3p *Huryonjoud st adu4oy
9oLod 8yl IPYM Yyilm 3Ing 3d1}j0 3ot od (enpLALpuL 843 yitm j0u st Juaunbue

anQ *|euosusad ayl 03 3L 3INPOJ pue 33PIG AYJ Yim UOLIRIUOLJUOD oL oquks 3y
uoJ4 300433p 03 3Q pnNom way3l yitm 3| 0bnJ3s K{|eotsAyd o *sbulaq uewny se
w3yl o031 3anp 3d2adsads ayl wayl Gutalb *A|jusjoLauou O0S Op am 1ng usyjl butiuodsjuod
pLOA® 70U UPD am suotjeaedaud 3s3ay3l fuir3o230ad aue a3di|od DYz se Jry OS U]
*Aaqunod sty3 jo suotjeseddud Jem Je3|dnu 3Yj JUOJJu0D O (jOly BY3 B BJB TN

:9o1od a8yl wou)
Keme buL||nd 4o *y3im Bur|bbna3s *Gutysnd ou ag 343yl 3Py} ST 9M UuOSead 3y] Yy

*s||em Jo sbulp|tng 4ay3lo Bulydew Ag suotijeuedaud apm
J4pa|onu *3noge 96PSSAW JNO 3SNJUOD JO ‘WOJ) SUOLIDOP JNO 4O SMD0J Byl JLys 30U
pinoys am Inq ‘op am ydtym ‘sdedd pue ao13snl JO S3NSSL JAPLM JO 33| 4ea| 4no ul
yeads 03 ajetadosdde si 3] *3703G Ay3 40 sawldd J3yjo Auew jo 3uo 1snl Dutaq



PHE MARY. OF THE BEAST

ROV, 12: xi-xviii

Sister Rosemary Lynch

a little white haired Franciscan
took care to be simple

sharing her experience

of the Nevada desert.

She reflected that St. Francis

had answered the charge

of being a disgrace to the Church

——"he was so raggedy, you know"—

by saying that if they had possessions

they would have to have swordu to defend them;
tand I am a man of pecace.'

The mark of the beast

is probably the face

of the deified Roman Emperor
and his name on a ccin

—— hard currency, let's say,
of the time

of St, John the Divine.

There are farmers today in Norfolk
who no longer apparently believe
in the lives of their children

but pursue the hard currency

the fast money

by poisoning the environment

and turning good land into dust
(only of course incidentally;

only if it pays)

gotting rid of trees and hedgerows
and birds other than pheasants

in order that their children

may have enough money t¥ eat.

It tastes not unlike stcaes.

Magic!

They are ten times kinder
to farm workers )
because now there is only
one farm worker

where there used to be ten.

More magic:t

they drive two or three cars
and have the most advanced
communications equipment
thore ever has been

or ever will be!

You can hear distortions
about what has happened
anywhere in the world
jmmediately it happens.

You can actually see it
"not happening! ‘
Better still, it is possible now
to suppress information
bafore it exists!

This is the total abolition
of other people -

and other people's suffering.
After-dinner coffee

may be no-dinner coffee
where the coffee comes from.
Peanuts with a pint

may be peanuts without a cup
of drinkable water.

There may even be death squads
doing the bidding

or anticipating the wishes
of the Man from Del Monte.

But by the magic

of High-Tech Communications Networks
all sorrow is made

to seem to disappear.

High Tech.

and the pursuit of money
(clever money,

fast money)

meet and embrace
whorishly

on the plane of pride.
But what is the greatest achievement
of High Tech,.

and hard currency?

Is not its monument

its statue

tha beab?

Magically it talks
with an electronic
subhwnan voice:

I am armed &

and ready for firing...

The beast from the land
and the beast from the sea
(monsters and demona

of pride and =e¢lt'ishnescy
nightmares of political
and economic powor)

end up

in the burning lake.

_ As for those

whom they deceive

© — their eyes

may yet be openedj

and the invisible mark

of the beast

which they have consented to wear
may yet be removed.

Lven now .
after our many refusals
we are invited

to be washed in the blood
~- that is, the life —

~of the martyrs, ;

and in the blood —- the life—
and the loving sacrifice
of the Lamb,

Oliver Bernard



More Letters

206 June

Dear Carmel and Dan,

Many thanks for the loan of videos and also for your latest newsletter.

Sadly the date of your retreat weekend coincides with a proposed Christian Witness

and Civil Disobedience event which Patricia Pulham and I are arranging on Sat 22
October at Springfields,Preston. Other wise | would very much wish to join you

for that w/e.

I enclose a few items which may interest you. It's a small beginning, but God willing
the interest and support will continue and we can have a regular Christian presence

at Springfields. Pray for us?

with much love,
Mo
(Maureen Kelly, 10 Yewlands Drive, Carstang, Preston, PR3 1JP, Lancs.)

(Dear Maureen,

While we will be talking about it you will be doing it! Great. Your event will
give our retreat a special focus. Our prayers are with you all.

in peace and solidarity,

o - Dsh Wednesday

Ash Wednesday this year saw a large service of
repentance in St.George's Cathedral, followed by a
walk to the M.o."D". buildings in Whitehall, where
people tried to mark the building with charcoal.
Police presence was high, and some people felt it

T probably wasn't the best atmasphere ta carry out
«M. such an action - at times frantic rushes to mark
the walls looked a bit like a rugby match, which is
the sort of thing the Press picked up on.

A group T was legal observing for decided to go in
the evening. So, we got a taxi "Main entrance ol
the Ministry of Defence please" and had five
minutes of uninterupted essay writing all over t '
front porch. Perhaps, groups spreading their
writing over the whole of Lent would mean more
time, more qracefulness, and lots more big charcoa
messages covering that place of destruction.

Stephen
(Reprinted from 'A Pinch of Salt', a Christian anarchist journal. Stephen is the
editor., For a sample copy write to him c/o 24 South Road, Hockley, Birmingham B18)
SUBSCRIPTION RENEWAL * Im?wf*&.\d’
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It has been two years since we have asked our subscribers if they would likg to continue
receiving this Newsletter. Our mailing list conLinues_po grow through various contacts
and since we do not require a subscription fee it is difficult to assess if those

who receive it still wish to do so. [f you have been in touch with us since June

1986 (and we remember!) there will be a line drawn through the reply slip below.
llowever, if you slip is unmarked we ask you to return it if you wish to continue
receiving our Newslelter.

Please return the slip to: CPA, 7 Putney Bridge Road, lLondon SWI18 1HX

Please Print

Name

Address




