The Call to Disobedience /Obedience
By Carmel Martin

I am a member of Catholic Peace Action which is a small affinity group who believe
that the policy of nulcear deterrence in incompatible with belief in God. In the
name of deterrence my government continues to deploy weapons of greater accuracy
and destruction. In the name of deterrence my government sincerely intends, under
certain circumstances,tousse nuclear weapons. In my name, and for my security,

my government sincerely threatens to commit mass-murder.

Such a policy violates my conscience. To be a credible as a Christian ought not

my response to be love for God who made us and for one another as brothers and sisters?
I am forced to choose therefore between threatening to murder people who my government
designates as my enemies, or loving them. Our policy as a group is to renounce
nuclear weapons and any plans to use them. One practical meaning of our beliefs
involves us in undertaking acts of non-violent civil disobedience. In regards

to nuclear war preparations, non-violent civil disobedience is Divine obedience,

Gandhi said: "Non co-operation with evil is as much a duty as co-operation with
good," It is then a matter of conscience and a result of my faith that I have
twice broken the law and been arrested [or acts of civil disobedlence 1n resistance
to the nuclear war prepartions of this country,.

Civil disobedience and its cost of appearing in court and serving prison sentences

15 an extremely painful and difficult path for me to take, I have two small children
(ages 3 years and 17 months) and the separation and emotional strain that that entails
are heavy, but I feel I have no chaoice. By such acts of civil diosbedience I am
claiming responsibility not only for their future but for the right to life of future
generations. Also, in some small way I feel I am a voice for those already suffering
and dying of hunger for want of resources squandered on weapons. The world it

seems finds it easier to produce weapons of mass destruction than to save the 15
children who die every minute of hunger.

I believe that the times are such that we are very close to destroying the whole

of God's creation either by foolishness or accident. Having shared in the process

of creation I can not remain passive while we come closer and closer to total destruc-
tion. I am not a politician nor am I in a position of power, I have marched,
vigiled, prayed, signed petitions and will continue to do so.

However, I see that I have no alternative but to engage in acts of civil disobedience
if T am firstly to remain faithful; secondly, convey the seriousness of the situation
we are in; and thirdly, do something to stop it. I have no chaice,

In the unlikely evert that myself and my family survive a nuclear war I will be faced with
tie inevitable question which would be asked by my children: "Why did you do

nothing to stop it?"  Prevention now is the only answer. Each of us has the re-

gponsibility to do all that we can for peace.

Everytime I say the Lord's Prayer, especially the phrase "Thy Kingdom come, Thv
will be done", I am encouraged in my work for peace. For I believe that nuclear
weapons and war preparations have no place in the building of God's Kingdom.

Carmel delieversd the abowe speech on June 3 at a Study Day faor justice and peace. 5She appeared in court on
June B with three other members of Catholic Peace Action. In a prayverful act of civil disobedisnce/Divina
obedinece on 7 March, Ash Wednesday, they wrote with charcocal the word "Repent” on the pillars of the Ministry
of Defence in Whitehall, daubed their own foreheads and then knelt and prayed. They were charged with
"marking walls without the occupants permission” and "criminal damage”.
On 8 June the latter charge was dropped and all four pleaded quilty ta "marking walls". Ray Towey
was sent Lo jall for seven days for refusing to be bound ower to keep the peace saying he 1s bound to keep
a different peace than was meant by the court. Sarah was also given a seven day sentence for breaking
her conditional discharge of last year {conditions which she did not agree ta).  Asked why she did =sa she replied
"I am a full time peace worker". Carmel and Patrick were soth fined £50 and given time to pay. Aftar reading
most af the letter by 8ishop Gumbleton {ouerleaf) Carmel told the court ™as a matter of principle! she would
not pay the fine. - She will enter Holloway Prison on 18 June to serve a seven day sentence.

For more information contact: Catholic Peace Action, 7 Putney Bridoe Aoad, London SW1B 1HX (13-6-84)
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Antwerpen, Znd June 1984

Dear Magistrate,

I am aware of the fact that Carmel is appearing in ecourt today,
8th June 15984, I have met Carmel on separate cccasions and have read
the literature of the Catholic Peace Action group. I believe Carmel
is in court today hecause she has acted sincsrely and faithfully
as a Catholic; and I write this letter to show my moral support for

her actions,

The worldd is in terrible
race., 1 believe Carmel acted on
risks of nuclear a1 vk

war preparations of this country.

cause ol the nuclear arms
ch in order %o reduce the
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Yours sincerely,

It is my hope that
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Bishop Thomas Gumbleton, Jetroit
Vice Fresident of Pax Christi I
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